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Waterford: Antimicrobial Guidelines - Antimicrobial Guideline: Vancomycin Dosing Schedule

Vancomycin
Refer to dosing algorithm below

Levels

Collect predose level before 4th dose of vancomycin. Give the dose. Any adjustments necessary can be made to the 5th dose onwards.

Predose level should be between 10- 15µg/ml. (In severe/complicated infection 15-20 µg/ml).

If continuing vancomycin and renal function is stable, repeat level twice weekly. Daily levels may be required if renal function is unstable.

Note: 1-hour post dose levels are not necessary.

Clearly state dose, time of dose and time of blood sample collection on the request form.

Comments

Must be administered slowly IV at a maximum rate of 10mg/min to avoid reaction such as red man syndrome.

In severe/complicated infections a loading dose of 25 mg/kg can be used to facilitate rapid attainment of target trough serum vancomycin

concentration.

Complicated Infections:

1. Bacteraemia

2. Endocarditis

3. Osteomyelitis

4. Meningitis

5. Hospital Acquired Infections caused by Staph aureus

Vancomycin Dosing Algorithm

Vancomycin Dosing Algorithm
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