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Bone and Joint

1. Discuss all cases with Microbiology or Infectious Diseases.

2. Microbiological diagnosis is essential , relevant microbiological samples (bone/synovial fluid AND blood cultures) should be sent prior to treatment.

3. In patients with sepsis, antibiotic therapy should not be delayed while awaiting bone or synovial fluid sampling.

4. The regimens below may NOT cover Multi-drug Resistant Organisms (MDRO) in all cases. See note on MDRO .

Empiric Antibiotics for Bone and Joint Infections

Infection 1 st Line Antibiotics Penicillin allergy:

delayed onset non-severe reaction

Penicillin allergy:

immediate or severe

delayed reaction

Comment

See penicillin hypersensitivity section for further information

The regimens below may NOT cover Multi-drug Resistant Organisms (MRDO) in all cases. See note on MDRO

Native joint Septic

Arthritis

Nil risk factors for MRSA

Flucloxacillin IV

2g every 6 hours

CeFAZOlin IV 2g every 8

hours

Vancomycin IV infusion, dose per GAPP App

Calculator. See footnote* re monitoring.

Adequate drainage of

joint fluid essential.

Discuss all cases with

Microbiology or Infectious

Diseases.

Known colonisation/risk

factors for MRSA

Vancomycin IV infusion, dose per GAPP App calculator. See footnote* re monitoring.

Risk of gonococcal

infection

OR

High risk of

Gram-negative

organisms

(Elderly, Nursing home

resident, recurrent UTI)

CefTRIAXone IV 2g every 24 hours Discuss with Microbiology or Infectious Diseases

Osteomyelitis Discuss with Microbiology or Infectious Diseases; treat according to culture results. Short course oral

antibiotic therapy may be

appropriate for acute on

chronic osteomyelitis

Prosthetic Joint

Infection

Discuss with Microbiology or Infectious Diseases; treat according to culture results.

*For advice on monitoring see Vancomycin Dosing & Monitoring section.
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